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have the stage to themselves, as they have the
laurel. As little can I grant, that the French
dramatic writers excel the English. Our authors
as far surpass them in genius, as our soldiers
excel theirs in courage. It is true, in conduct
they surpass us either way; yet that proceeds
not so much from their greater knowledge, as
from the difference of tastes in the two nations.
They content themselves with a thin design,
without episodes, and managed by few per-
sons ; our audience will not be pleased, but with
variety of accidents, an underplot, and many
actors. They follow the ancients too servilely
in the mechanic rules, and we assume too much
licence to ourselves, in keeping them only in view
at too great a distance. But if our audience
had their tastes, our poets could more easily
comply with them, than the French writers could
come up to the sublimity of our thoughts, or
to the difficult variety of our designs. How-
ever it be, I dare establish it for a rule of practice
on the stage,, that we are bound to please those
whom we pretend to entertain; and that at any
price, religion and good manners only excepted;
and I care not much if I give this handle to our
bad illiterate poetasters, for the defence of their
Scriptions, as they call them. There is a sort of
merit in delighting the spectators, which is a name
more proper for them, than that of auditors ; or
else Horace is in the wrong, when he commends
Lucilius for it. But these common-places I mean
to treat at greater leisure ; in the meantime
submitting that little I have said to your Lord-
ship's approbation, or your censure, and choosing
rather to entertain you this way, as you are a
iudge of writing, than to oppress your modesty
with other commendations ; which, though they